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they gave the loeal premicre 0§ "A rap of Vaper”! the best thing they had ever done.
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Though the season showed a marked

drop in the number of bookings, and there were too many small houses,

no season could be called a fallure that brought so many attractlions.

Beason of 1889-1890.

The fifteenth season of the Opera House was marked by ¥ deeclded
slump in the bookings. In part this was due to the faect that many en-
tertainments that would formerly have been held in the Opera House
went to the newly completed hall on the third floor of Chase's Block
at 15 North Maln Street. A contrlbuting cause was the wilde-spread
epldemic of "la grippe" that selzed the country during the early part
of the season and depleted audlences everywhere. Many shodir had to
close for this reason. Two bookings for early January at the Opera
House were cancelled. The hoped-for enow was late 1n arriving, but
when 1t came 1t lald a blanket over the germs. After that, audlences

piecked up and the season was a good one,.

Though Opera House attendance was usually very light during the exrly
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months of the season, there were a few notable exceptions. On Octo-
ber 11 Charles B. and Thomas Jefferson brought to town tﬁelr Pro=-
duetlion of L. R. Shewell's "BShadowe of a Great City", with Annle Ward
Tiffany and Rose Tiffany and George R, Edeson. Thay delighted a large
audience. The first named wae declared to be by far the best imperso-
nator of an Irish woman ever seen here. The other two, cast in very
minor parts, turned them into principal features in a great per-
formance. Edeson was the father of a star-to-be, Robert Edeson.

A week later an even greater house greeted the first looal pe=-
formance of Denman Thompeon's and George W. Ryer's "The Two Slateds",
then beginning ite second season. On December 13 and 14, Hanlon's
"Fantasma", a remarkably fine show, with Edward Hanlen, turned out
two great audlences and had a financlal succeess as well as success
in every other way.

Denman Thompson, stlll on# his three-year New York run, sent hies

road company along in "The 014 Homestead®. That company, competent

s
1ﬂﬁh@&bit wag (James F. Dean was the Cy Prime and Henrietta Irving

was a perfect Aunt Matilda) proved that the play was the thing,
even without the great player. James 0'Nelll returned in "Monte
Christo", and Richard Golden, better than ever, in "01d Jed Prouty".
Charles B. Jefferson's and H. 8. Tayler's "Hands Across the Sea",
a8 play famous in 1ts day, came twlce. But the great dramatic event
of the season came on February 17 when Mlle. Rhea played Josephine
and William Harris played Napoleon in "Josephine, Empress of the
French". There was a large audlence, and the Monitor could not
find enough words of pralse.

Repertolre was hard hit., Edward P. Sullivan came for three
days in December at 25, 35 and 50 cente. The prices were practically

doubled over the old-time rate and the epidemiec was in full swing,
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€0 Sullivan, acclaimed much during prlor appearances, played,
on his last night, Bartley Campbell's "Fate" to an almost empty
house. Zeffie Tilbury and Arthur Lewls, fresh from several seasons
with Mary Anderson in England, did better in September at the lower
rates of 15, 25, and 35 cents. They 4id "Romeo and Jullet® twice
durlng that week, and that was the best thing they dld. Their com-
pany was rated as esuperior to most of the 75-centers. They came
back in April for three days and played grandly to moderate houszes
at a top of 50 eente. "Rosedale" was then in thelr repertoire.

Local dramaties again centered aroufid Mrs. Belle M. Locke and
her gifted puplls, who gave "Nevada" in Febrtiary and "Dollars and
Cente" in May. The Concord Opera Company put on "Fantine" under
Blalsdell'e directlon on Januasry 28 and February 12. The chorus of
glxty was the equal of any ever heard in opera here, and the perfor-
mance as a whole topped any amateur operatie performance seen here
up to that time. Blaledell dlstinguished himself by taking the
plano score of the opera and orchestrating 1t for some twenty men,
including oboe, bassoon, and tw horns. He gave no symphony con-
cert this season. Hies orchestra was out of town more than usual
on tours to muslcal festivals all over northern New England and
northern New York. For professional opera Concord thls year was
less blessed than in many seasone, but Heinrich Conrled, later
director of the Metropolitan Opera, brought his Comle Opera Com-
pany of 67 in "The King'e Fool". This was the first local appear-

ance of Della Fox.

Gllmore's Banqpacked the house in April, but Liberati (whose

concert was even more highly pralsed) came on June 1% when the season
wae waning and played to a meager house. Concord, sald Liberatl,

"eee no good.”" But the great concert of the season, as far as acéelaim
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First Concord
went, was that by Miss Mary Howe. This was her seeecnd .appearance,
It 1s imposelble to express or explain the great furore that thie
singer and her surpassing beauty created here. The morning that

tickete went on sale at Mace's, 700 were avidly taken. She was

L
gEreeted by a densely packed house; there were "storms of applause,

And she had more than excellent support in Ivan Morawskl and Blals-
dell's Orchestra,

This aeaannhhree local boys went on the road with the Frost and
Fanshaw Company--the Cressy Brothers and W. C. West. The Cressys
made a great success on the New England eireuit and had an offer
from the Mybtle Dramatic Company of New York that they refused to
accept. Vhile Frost and Fanshaw were at Lee, Massachusetts, their
leading lady, Blanche M. Dayne, married Will Cressy, January 19, 1890.
That was the beginning of a long and happy and successful eareer
Tfor Cressy and Dayne. But 1t was the death of the team of Cressy
Brothers. Will Cressy and his wife left Frost and Fanshaw some time
later and after a short stay here joined the Orson Clifford Company
on the New York circult (Monitor, September 18, November 15, 18&9,
January 27, 1890, April 30, 1890),
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Hempshlre
Dear Judge Pages

Lately wou courtsously inguired whether FALT
theatrical experiences 1in Uocnecord, lew Hampshlire. Yo d
you were colleeting datae for the Concord Room of the 5
Library, and 1rar yoir were partlicularly concerned with
entertainment history of Conecord residents. I shall try to
comply with your request, though the Hh&@hnﬂ of ayvailable
data makes the furnishing of dates riffﬂcu u inr ME o

H

ct

After two vears of tralning ﬂ?%tlJ Boston School of
on Beacsn Street, of whilech .oue Trua EBErowr was
i returned to Concord, my native clty,wlth no
n1ﬂﬁL for thes future. The Hch“01inv in Eoﬂton nad
natural outcorme of some @ eara of "speaking
on "last days" 1in publie ugﬁ{L = r: in Sunday school
nwcertas at the idethodlst ﬁ-urg_. v Harfis, whose Tirst
ur I have forgotten, had been &1 ut-hx teacher and had
sncouraged me to carry on in LDELQJ.
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My rethsr, John W. Drew, who later wasg outstanding
in nis live work for temperarice, helped ms to make the
connection with the Boston School, and when these two delight=-
ful years were concluded, my luggapgs and I returned to my

bBirthplace.
il

The evenbtfwhich led BA to the episode sbout whjrn@pkudr’

inquire was teeFappearancedef the Hoston Symphony Gownaesesd
ihltels JDFVj”uaqbﬁ in 1886. OSoreone had s
:§ h&é—luicT" n graduated from a school of oratory in
Boston, I pleae 0] Fﬁ&-uyﬁ)loﬂw‘s program. 1 did.

The ﬂAﬂjEIc¢ WEE Very ,Jrecf;zlve, and that was that.

igpeated tu&é;

Mot leong sfter the: egncerh, =s & reecsll At, the lox
newgpaperfand bill boards heralded the Brrival of Daly BErothe

in town to play a farce comedy "Vacatlion". 5o they came.

g
: o

e
i
LF =Y
v

AﬁthL cenly were they ln the clty, but a morning broaght
them to front door. 1 happened to angwer the door bell.
The trewe ?ETﬂﬁﬁGTS who =stood there stat"d\ ney were two of the
several Dely Brothers, and they had come to Ll\:l; w:m: bllf_‘_r‘ L
would play wlth themt that evenlng in "Vacation hey had
heard of me in connection wlth my appearance ;g:ﬁbﬁ Boston
axmplmrv cﬂrvfﬂ‘: and Lhey =i nllr had to find Boorf€one to play
part In thelir performance that nlght. The sectress

the work was sglck and had been left bshind




I protested thaet I never had been in a play, but

they urgped that they would make 1t wvery easy for me.

"Come down with us now and rehearse," they pleaded,

1]
How 1 explained to mother what was taking me downtowngl cannot
recall, but I went thers with the Daly brothers, and for an
hour or two worked very hard trying to learn the business and
the llnes and how to ault them to the action. A1l of the

entrances -and exits were rTunning ones, a8 1 remember them,
I spent the balanee of the day lrarﬂLn- the l*nes. What™ I
did about the costumes I don't know. 1 probably wore one of

my bDest dresses. Father was out of town that nl;ﬂt GELL
late, and he kriew nothing sbout the Incident until he came
Home . o

Somehow 1 didn't have any staege fright ANput wlthout
the help of the various Daly Brothers 1 might have They
helped me wondsrfully. Each time before 1t was my turn to
speaksthe one anead of me whispered the beglnning of my
speech. G0 we all got through the comedy harmoniously. Just
before the final curtailn went down, one of the brothers called
me to the foot-lights and introduced meesaying he cldn nte
know how many of the sudience bad recoinl "EO“ and &
friend, but 1t was a4 fact that I was Mi The
applense was Vely TR T BN o _Ei

1 have no recollection of how 1T got home that night
and told abeut it to mother. Obvicously 1 must have done 50,
The next morning when I started out To accompany the group on
the train for Naahua, father ﬁa-“ he was po;n. with me, hs&

wouldn't have me "travel alone with actors" He stayed with
me durding the rehearssl after we redchsed umbhua, and the
evening performanceg which went off very well. 1 had had a

chance to study andalearn hﬁ.tﬂxt of my part.
- |
. )

The next day Tather ana I returned to Concord,
since the glrl for whom 1 was substitutine was expected to
return ir the afterncon. S0 my brlef =stage career was
interrupted, but only for a few weeks,

Despite father's oblection to the stage some people
nad convineed him of my aptitude#, &and through a friend of

nis who was a theatrical mansager, 1 had made my way to
Charles Frohman's front door and obtalned an outstanding
positlion as Kadeline uest the lorthern Girl, in Bronson
oward'!s "Shenandoah" -l;rh was belnr put on at that time.
It lasted some six mon Lr or meore in New Iork City, and then
was sent to Celifornia. Mr. Frohmen invited me to remaln

permanently with the company, but my fatber objected so
seriously to my making the long journey.that L gave up the
opportunity and stayed in dew York for whaf might turn up.
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what c.iI:L turn up wes an epportunity teo write of
my pxe".uarc,t4m- E\I' theatrlical experience,which 1 wrote as

8 start for Wl Sun, which publlshed it without
ch&r"“rs“ g a.,lra LL&; in l.'_,l"'l'.‘.E.l seguence was the begplnning
of my newspaper experlence as g columnist. TFor some—tban¥

years following 1 had a daily column, under the pen name of

%ﬁ:f?_-—mw Daw, which appeared in the Wew York Fress. This

Journal lmer was sbsorbed by the Sun.

1 am sorry bto heve no pertinent pictures or
clippings to offer to you for your use in the library. They
all digsppesred in a garret fire ip our country house years
ago. L1 recall that the Concord lonitor and the Patriot were 3—,{

VEry appreciative.

,
My newspaper work continued until my marriage ir sl o
the summer of 1903 tc my husband, George W. Alger, whom I Medl
mat as a young lawyaer in New fork. 1f yon ara J_I"'TF‘T"F_'._“HH
in him=--as I am=--you can look him up in Who's Who.

1 remaln,

Yours sincerely
o &

s & Y s
15k s foor @fn
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Season of 1886-1887.
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Season of 1886-1247.
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